CLASSROOM EXPECTATIONS

Think Tank and SPARKS Blend Independent Study Seminar
Mrs. Roberson
2016-17
Voicemail:  648-5250 ext. 58285
Email:  lydia.roberson@vbschools.com
Welcome to Think Tank!  We will have a semester full of exploration, inquiry and real world problem-solving as you research an issue of concern or probe topic of interest.  This seminar will develop all learners into researchers and problem solvers in a real world context.  Our class will be formatted in both a digital platform and face-to-face appointments.  Have fun, ask many questions and change the world!  
Classroom Procedures:

Most assignments and research will be done individually and separate from the traditional class space and time; however, we will have face-to-face appointments throughout the semester which will guide you through research and idea development.  Each student can expect to have 4-5 appointments with Mrs. Roberson and possibly one class session together at the end of the semester.  Each student is welcome to use Room 143 and the library for research purposes.  Please see Mrs. Roberson for room availability and passes.

Materials Required:

Computer access

Homework/Classwork:
Various assignments will be due and collected at each appointment with the teacher.  Homework will be in the form of Process Blogs.  A post is due every Friday by 3:00 p.m.  Late posts will be accepted with teacher permission only.  There will be assignments throughout the semester which require a teacher appointment to turn in the assignment.  Appointments must be kept as originally scheduled.  
Make-Up Assignments/Appointments:

Due to this class being mostly independent and digital, extensions on assignments and appointments will not be offered unless there is an extenuating circumstance. 
Student Conduct and Participation

Participation scores will be included as a grade for this class.  This includes timely blog posts and scheduled appointments being kept by the student.   

Feel free to comment on other students’ blog posts, but the intention behind all comments should be helpful and suggestions should be kept to the topic.  Respect is a MUST!  
Evaluation- 
Evaluation

The ‘total points’ system will be used for grading.  The assignment value determines the available points students are able to earn for each assignment. 

Module #1 – Topic Generator – 25 pts.

Module #2 – Lesson Response – 25 pts.

Module #2 – Planning Tool/Appointment – 35 pts.


Module #3 – Lesson Response/Appointment – 35pts.

Module #4 – Lesson Response/Appointment – 35 pts.

Module #5 – Lesson Response/Appointment – 35 pts.  

Interview Questions – 25 pts.



Interview – 25 pts.



Appointment with LMS/CRS – 25pts.

Presentation – 50 pts.



Journal Entry – 35 pts.

Process Blogs – 10 pts. each
Virginia Beach City Public Schools Grading Scale

A = 90-100
B = 80-89           E=Below 64
C = 70-79
D = 64-69
Mrs. Roberson’s Location and contact info:
The Gifted Office /Resource Room.  Room 143
Lydia.Roberson@vbschools.com; 648-5250 ext. 58285
Important Media/Websites:
Google Classroom– class code:  ______
Cox Home page/Gifted Resource website
http://giftedfalcons.weebly.com/blend-think-tank-and-sparks.html
Basic Information for all students at Cox High School:

Use of Student Owned Technology

The use of student owned portable communication devices is encouraged.  A Red / Green system will be used to indicate the level of use permitted; with red meaning use is prohibited and green meaning use is allowed at teacher discretion.  Students are expected to adhere to all guidelines listed in the Parent/Student Handbook/Planner.

I have read and understand the classroom expectations for the Blend Think Tank Independent Study Seminar.

Please write and sign legibly:
           Student’s printed name______________________________________
           Student’s signature_________________________________________
            Student’s email ___________________________________________
            Parent’s signature _________________________________________
            Parent’s email_____________________________________________

